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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 5-9 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Shimotono (US 6,509,911; as submitted by applicant). 

In regards to claims 1 and 8, Shimotono discloses an electronic apparatus 
capable of displaying same data on a plurality of display devices (col. 6, lines 22-25), 
comprising: 

a setting unit configured to individually set on a setting screen a wait time for 
turning off power to each of the plurality of display devices (col. 6, lines 36-45); and 

a power-off execution unit configured to turn off power to a display device, 
among the plurality of display devices, if a continuous time of a state in which 
connection/disconnection of each display device is unchanged reaches the wait time set 
for the display device (col. 6, line 62-col. 7, line 1 0; since the display is turned off after a 
period of idle time, there must be a power-off execution unit present). 

In regards to claims 2 and 9, Shimotono discloses the electronic apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the continuous time includes a continuous time of a state 
in which connection/disconnection of each display device is unchanged and no 
operation is effected by an input device (col. 6, line 62-col. 7, line 10). 
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In regards to claims 5 and 12, Shimotono discloses the electronic apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the setting unit enables designation of application/non- 
application of automatic power-off and designation of the wait time on the setting screen 
with respect to each of the plurality of display devices (col. 6, lines 36-45; it is inherent 
for the setting unit enables designation of application/non-application of automatic 
power-off and designation of the wait time on the setting screen with respect to each of 
the plurality of display devices, otherwise there would be no need for such a unit). 

In regards to claims 6 and 13, Shimotono discloses the electronic apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein the setting unit and the power-off execution unit are 
realized by a power saving management program, which is managed under an OS (col. 
6, lines 36-45). 

In regards to claims 7 and 14, Shimotono discloses the electronic apparatus 
according to claim 6, further comprising a BIOS which stores information relating to 
devices connected to the electronic apparatus (col. 5, lines 45-50), wherein the power 
saving management program transmits/receives information relating to each of the 
plurality of display devices to/from the BIOS (col. 5, lines 45-50; since the BIOS is a 
Basic Input/Output System for the input and output of signals for hardware components, 
then it is inherent that the power saving management program transmits/receives 
information relating to each of the plurality of display devices to/from the BIOS). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3-4 and 10-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Shimotono in view of Clark et al (US 5,51 3,359). 

In regards to claims 3 and 10, Shimotono does not disclose the electronic 
apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the power-off execution unit monitors whether 
the continuous time reaches the wait time with respect to each of the plurality of display 
devices, regardless of a display state of a mouse pointer on a screen. 

Clark discloses the electronic apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the power- 
off execution unit monitors whether the continuous time reaches the wait time with 
respect to each of the plurality of display devices, regardless of a display state of a 
mouse pointer on a screen (col. 5, lines 41-56 and col. 6, lines 18-21). 

It would have been obvious at the time of invention to modify Shimotono with the 
teachings of Clark, monitoring idle time regardless of an active window or mouse 
pointer, by incorporating the teachings of Clark into the device of Shimotono because it 
further enhances power conservation since all displays would be turned off. 

In regards to claims 4 and 1 1 , Shimotono does not disclose the electronic 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the power-off execution unit monitors whether 
the continuous time reaches the wait time with respect to each of the plurality of display 
devices, regardless of presence/absence of an active window on a screen. 

Clark discloses the electronic apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the power- 
off execution unit monitors whether the continuous time reaches the wait time with 
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respect to each of the plurality of display devices, regardless of presence/absence of an 
active window on a screen (col. 5, lines 41-56 and col. 6, lines 18-21). 

It would have been obvious at the time of invention to modify Shimotono with the 
teachings of Clark, monitoring idle time regardless of an active window or mouse 
pointer, by incorporating the teachings of Clark into the device of Shimotono because it 
further enhances power conservation since all displays would be turned off. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Pervan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0910. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday between 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amr Awad can be reached on (571) 272-7764. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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